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missionaries Were always Listened to by the traders
because they were afraid to give them any grounds
for making complaints respecting their Conduct,
which might compel the authorities to recall them,
and to refuse to grant them any further Permission.
But, since the commandants have been Sent here, all
the misconduct that is needed for carrying on the
trade, as these men wish to carry it on, no longer
passes for misconduct; and no complaints can be
made of it, because it is the best means toward the
end that they have in view, and because they are
all Equally in accord on That point. The Comman-
dants do not complain of the traders, whatever they
may do, because they engage nearly all of them to
assist them in their trade; and as the traders are
sure, on account of Such Engagements, that no com-
plaints will be made against them, and that, on the
Contrary, the Commandants will make it their inter-
est to Support them, they take every kind of Liberty,
without having any Fear of the Missionaries. Far
from Fearing them, it sometimes happens even that
the Commandants and all the traders conspire
together, with a Common Accord, to complain of the
missionaries to the higher authorities, and to
denounce them as much as possible, so as to make
them odious to all the people,— hoping that thereby
the charges that the missionaries might bring against
their misconduct will not be Listened to. And in
fact they are not; the missionaries are reduced to
Silence, to inaction, to impotence, and to general
deprivation of all authority.

And if, On Some occasions, the Commandants are
obliged to do something Contrary to the usual free-
dom of the voyageurs’ Trade, then those officers —to



